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Week Ending Thursday, December 31, 1987 


Voluntarism 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
December 26, 1987 





My fellow Americans: 

Nancy and I hope you and your family 
are enjoying this holiday season. This is a 
time of two religious observances which go 
to the heart of America’s Judeo-Christian 
heritage: Christmas and Hanukkah. This is 
also a traditional time of merriment and 
good cheer, a time of family and home and 
of Christmas trees and gift-giving. 

That spirit of generosity that is so evident 
during the holiday season is something 
we've tried to foster during the past 7 years 
of this administration. Here at the White 
House, we call it the Private Sector Initia- 
tive Program. You probably think of it as 
good, old-fashioned Americanism—neighbor 
helping neighbor. 

One of the opportunities my current job 
affords me is having the access to informa- 
tion that gives me a broad picture of what 
is happening throughout our country. There 
is always much to improve. But I can assure 
you that the spirit of good will and benevo- 
lence, an aspect of our national character 
recognized since the early days of our Re- 
public, remains a vibrant part of the Ameri- 
can way of life. 

You may be surprised to learn, for exam- 
ple, that since 1980 charitable giving in the 
United States has increased 77 percent, 
from $49.08 billion to ¥87.22 billion in 1986. 
I don’t think there’s any better gauge for 
the soul of a nation or the essential good- 
ness of a people than an accounting of their 
personal involvement in helping others, 
either through donations of money or time. 
And voluntarism is still a strong force in 
communities throughout our country. 

The stories are as numerous as they are 
heartwarming. One of them is about an en- 
gineer from Vicksburg, Mississippi, named 
Bob Carver. For 5 years straight, Bob spent 
the holiday season driving a truck to raise 


money for the Salvation Army. To date, he 
has raised over $20,000, which has bought 
Christmas toys and food for the needy, sent 
children to summer camp, and helped pay 
the utility bills for the elderly. Bob uses his 
annual leave to haul cargo for his tractor- 
trailer rig, which is affectionately known as 
the “Santa Express.” The profits go to help- 
ing others. God bless you, Bob. 

Then there’s Ruth Heywood, of Casa 
Grande, Arizona—a single woman, 74 years 
old, living only on her pension benefits. 
Even though her own financial resources 
are limited, she overflows with love and is 
dedicated to helping others. Each year she 
spearheads a local effort to provide the 
needy and the poor in spirit a festive 
Thanksgiving and Christmas celebration. 
Ruth provides the energy and the inspira- 
tion. As the holiday season approaches, she 
visits grocers all over town to solicit dona- 
tions of food, plates, and utensils. She co- 
ordinates transportation and arranges meals 
to be delivered to the homebound. She also 
handwrites hundreds of invitations and per- 
sonally gives them to the less-fortunate citi- 
zens of her community. Every year people 
who thought they were unloved and forgot- 
ten are shown that people do care. The 
people of Casa Grande are proud of Ruth. 
We can all be proud of her. 

I recently received a letter from David 
Rayl of Bald Knob, Arkansas, telling me 
about how, with hard work and private and 
corporate donations, he is able to play Santa 
to hundreds of needy families. His yearly 
project makes a lot of kids happy who oth- 
erwise might face a bleak holiday. David, 
who teaches at a local elementary school, 
added in his letter, “Perhaps you’re not too 
interested in something this small, but small 
things add up to big things.” Well, I happen 
to believe that it is the small things, the 
little acts of love and kindness happening 
every day across this country, that make us 
a great nation. Yes, small things add up to 
big things. This country can be no greater 
than the goodness of its people. 
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Most of us know someone like Bob 
Carver, Ruth Heywood, or David Rayl. 
Down deep, who cannot but respect such 
heroes? I’d like to think there’s a little of 
them in each and every American. Certain- 
ly, from our earliest days, we weren’t wait- 
ing for the Government or depending on 
the bureaucracy before we helped each 
other. President Thomas Jefferson once 
wrote: “I deem it the duty of every man to 
devote a certain portion of his income for 
charitable purposes, and that it is his fur- 
ther duty to see it so applied as to do the 
most good of which it is capable.” 

Helping others is just our way, part of our 
national character. Perhaps it reflects that 
we as a people not only enjoy this holiday 
every year as time off from work but also 
take to heart the spiritual meaning of 
Christmas and Hanukkah. 

Finally, Nancy and I want to wish each of 
you our very best wishes for the New Year. 
Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President recorded his address on 


December 23 in the Rowsevelt Room at the 
White House for broadcast on December 26. 


Afghanistan 





Statement by the President. 
December 27, 1987 





This is the time of year when Americans 
gather in the company of their families and 
friends, make resolutions for the New Year, 
and reflect on the year gone by. It is pre- 
cisely at this time, when we are thankful for 
our blessings of liberty, that we should re- 
member the valiant struggle of a brave 
people located far from our shores. 

Eight years ago, on December 27, 1979, 
the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in an 
unprovoked and blatant affront to both 
human iecency and international law. The 
Soviets promptly installed a series of puppet 
dictators and since then have attempted 
ruthlessly and systematically to destroy the 
ability of the Afghan people to resist. De- 
spite 8 years of occupation, they have not 
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been able to subdue the proud people of 
Afghanistan. 

Some 5 million Afghans have fled the rav- 
ages of this Soviet war on their homeland 
and the oppression the Soviet Army has im- 
posed. As many as 1 million Afghans have 
been killed. In destroying crops, factories, 
homes, schools, and mosques, the Soviet 
Union has sought to deprive its enemy—the 
whole Afghan nation—of the means to sup- 
port and feed themselves, to sustain their 
culture and their faith, and thereby to bring 
them to their knees. 

But the Afghan people will not be con- 
quered. With an abiding faith in God and a 
passionate love of freedom, they have 
shown the world what price free people are 
willing to pay to remain free. They remind 
us that freedom is not a gift but a cherished 
prize to be won and preserved by ceaseless 
struggle. 

On a number of occasions I have invited 
the Soviet leadership to explore all opportu- 
nities to bring peace to Afghanistan. We 
have welcomed recent Soviet statements of 
an intent to withdraw. Unfortunately their 
deeds have yet to match their worcs. Gen- 
eral Secretary Gorbachev and I discussed 
this issue during our recent meetings here 
in Washington. At that time I asked him to 
announce a timetable for troop withdrawal, 
including dates when this withdrawal would 
begin and end. I call once again on the 
Soviet Union to translate it. declared inten- 
tions into reality by promptly and irrevoca- 
bly withdrawing all Soviet forces from Af- 
ghanistan. Let 1988 be the year of action, 
the year that will see the Soviet Union end 
once and for all its brutal occupation of Af- 
ghanistan. 

After 8 long years and despite their unre- 
lenting efforts, the Soviets simply have 
failed to defeat the Afghan resistance on 
the battlefield. At the same time, the world 
has repeatedly and clearly called for the 
prompt withdrawal of all Soviet troops. The 
United Nations most recently approved by 
record votes resolutions against the Soviet 
occupation and abuse of human rights in 
Afghanistan. 

The people of Afghanistan have, as much 
as any people in history, won the right to 
freedom and independence. We applaud 
their commitment and steadfastness, for 
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their cause is the cause of free people ev- 
erywhere. Let us pray that in the year to 
come a free and independent Afghanistan 
will again take its place among the commu- 
nity of nations. 


President’s Task Force on Market 
Mechanisms 





Executive Order 12621. 
December 29, 1987 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, it is hereby or- 
dered that Section 2(b) of Executive Order 
12614 of November 5, 1987, is amended to 
read: “The Task Force shall submit its rec- 
ommendations to the President no later 
than January 8, 1988.” 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
December 29, 1987. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:59 a.m., December 30, 1987] 


Note: The Executive order was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Decem- 
ber 30. 


United States-Japan Fishery Agreement 
Approval Act of 1987 





Statement on Signing H.R. 3674 Into Law. 
December 29, 1987 





I am pleased to sign H.R. 3674, the 
“United States-Japan Fishery Agreement 
Approval Act of 1987.” The Act provides 
congressional approval of an important 
agreement concerning our fishery relation- 
ship with Japan, and it enacts a number of 
constructive marine environmental meas- 
ures. I believe, however, that two provisions 
of the Act must be carefully construed to 
avoid raising substantial constitutional ques- 
tions. 

Sections 4004 and 4006 of H.R. 3674 
direct that the Secretary of Commerce 


“shall immediately” initiate negotiations 
with foreign governments that conduct 
driftnet fishing operations that result in the 
taking of the marine resources of the 
United States. In light of the President’s 
constitutional responsibility to conduct dip- 
lomatic initiatives, including the responsibil- 
ity to determine the timing of those initia- 
tives, I believe that these sections must be 
construed as advisory. 


/s/ Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
December 29, 1987. 


Note: As enacted, H.R. 3674 is Public Law 
100-220, approved December 29, 1987. 

The statement was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on December 30. 


Adjustments of Certain Rates of Pay 
and Allowances 





Executive Order 12622. 
December 31, 1987 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including sections 
108 and 110 of Public Law 100-202, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Statutory Pay Systems. The 
rates of basic pay and salaries of the follow- 
ing statutory pay systems are set forth on 
the schedules attached hereto and made a 
part hereof: 

(a) The General Schedule (5 U.S.C. 
5332(a)) at Schedule 1; 

(b) The Foreign Services Schedule (22 
U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; and 

(c) The schedules for the Department of 
Medicine and Surgery, Veterans Adminis- 
tration (38 U.S.C. 4107) at Schedule 3. 

Sec. 2. Senior Executive Service. Pursuant 
to the provisions of section 5382 of title 5, 
United States Code, the rates of basic pay 
for members of the Senior Executive Serv- 
ice are set forth on Schedule 4 attached 
hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 3. Executive Salaries. The rates of 
pay or salaries for the following offices and 
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positions are set forth on the schedules at- 
tached hereto and made a part hereof: 

(a) The Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C. 
5312-5316) at Schedule 5; 

(b) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104) and 
Congressional Salaries (2 U.S.C. 31) at 
Schedule 6; and 

(c) Salaries for justices and judges (28 
U.S.C. 5, 44(d), 135, 252) and for other judi- 
cial officers (28 U.S.C. 153(a), 172(b)) at 
Schedule 7. 

Sec. 4. Uniformed Services. Pursuant to 
section 601 of Public Law 100-180, as 
amended by section 110(b) of Public Law 
100-202, the rates of monthly basic pay (37 
U.S.C. 203(a)), the rates of basic allowances 
for subsistence (37 U.S.C. 402), and the 
rates of basic allowances for quarters (37 
U.S.C. 403(a)) for members of the uni- 
formed services as set forth at Schedule 8 
attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 5. Effective Dates. The rates of 
monthly basic pay and allowances for sub- 
sistence and quarters for members of the 
uniformed services provided for herein are 
effective on January 1, 1988. All other 
schedules provided for herein are effective 
on the first day of the first applicable pay 
period beginning on or after January l, 
1988. 

Sec. 6. Executive Order No. 12578 of De- 
cember 31, 1986, is superseded. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
December 31, 1987. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:02 a.m., January 4, 1988] 


Note: The schedules are printed in the Fed- 
eral Register of Jc 2uary 5, 1988. 


Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living 
Adjustment Act of 1987 





Statement by the Assistant to the President 
for Press Relations on the Signing of 
H.R. 2945 Into Law. December 31, 1987 





The President today signed H.R. 2945, 
the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living 
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Adjustment Act of 1987. This legislation will 
provide, as proposed by the administration, 
a 4.2-percent cost-of-living increase in the 
monthly benefit checks of over 2.2 million 
veterans with service-connected disabilities 
and their dependents and to about 310,000 
surviving spouses and children of veterans 
whose deaths were service-connected. The 
4.2-percent increase is the same as the per- 
centage increase that Social Security benefi- 
ciaries and veterans pensioners will receive. 

The increase is effective December 1 and 
payable at the beginning of January. How- 
ever, the substantial lead time required to 
make computer system changes will result 
in March payments being the first ‘to reflect 
the increase. The March payment will also 
include a lump sum adjustment for the Jan- 
uary and February payments. 

The administration earlier this year sub- 
mitted to the Congress a legislative propos- 
al to make the cost-of-living adjustment 
automatic for veterans’ compensation pro- 
grams. This would place compensation re- 
cipients on par with veterans’ pension and 
Social Security recipients, who will see the 
4.2-percent increase in their January pay- 
ments. Enactment of the administration’s 
legislative proposal will assure a similar 
delay will not occur again. 


Note: As enacted, H.R. 2945 is Public Law 
100-227, approved December 31, 1987. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





December 27 

The President and Mrs. Reagan left the 
White House for a trip to California. In the 
afternoon, they arrived in Los Angeles and 
went to the Century Plaza Hotel. 





December 28 

In the afternoon, the President tele- 
phoned Mrs. Amy Jo Strong to express his 
condolences for the loss of her husband, 
U.S. Navy Petty Officer Ronald Strong, who 
was killed in a terrorist attack on a USO 
club in Barcelona, Spain. 


December 29 

The President and Mrs. Reagan left Los 
Angeles and traveled to the home of Walter 
and Leonore Annenberg in Palm Springs, 
where they stayed through January 2. 


December 31 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in areas of Arkansas as a result 
of flooding, which began on December 24. 
He directed the Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency to provide assistance to 
supplement State and local recovery efforts. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Tuesday, December 22, no nomina- 
tions were submitted during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. The second session of the 
100th Congress will convene on January 25, 
1988. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





Note: All releases issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary during the period cov- 
ered by this issue and received by the 
Office of the Federal Register have been 
printed in this issue. 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved December 29 


H.R. 519 / Public Law 100-216 

To direct the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission to issue an order with respect 
to Docket No. EL-85-38-000 


H.R. 3289 / Public Law 100-217 
To amend the Export-Import Bank Act of 
1945 


H.R. 3427 / Public Law 100-218 

To allow the obsolete submarine United 
States ship Blenny to be transferred to the 
State of Maryland before the expiration of 
the otherwise applicable 60-day congres- 
sional review period 


H.R. 3492 / Public Law 100-219 
Rural Crisis Recovery Program Act of 1987 


H.R. 3674 / Public Law 100-220 


United States-Japan Fishery Agreement Ap- 
proval Act of 1987 


H.R. 3734 / Public Law 100-221 

To recognize the significance of the admin- 
istration of the Federal-Aid Highway 
System and to express appreciation to Ray 
A. Barnhart for his dedicated efforts in im- 
proving the Federal-Aid Highway System 


HJ. Res. 430 / Public Law 100-222 
Calling upon the Soviet Union to immedi- 
ately grant permission to emigrate to all 
those who wish to join spouses or fiances in 
the United States 


Approved December 30 


H.R. 2310 / Public Law 100-223 
Airport and Airway Safety and Capacity Ex- 
pansion Act of 1987 


H.R. 2974 / Public Law 100-224 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to 
make technical corrections in provisions of 
law enacted by the Military Retirement 
Reform Act of 1986 
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Acts Approved—Continued 


Approved December 31 


H.R. 403 / Public Law 100-225 

To establish the El Malpais National Monu- 
ment and the El Malpais National Conser- 
vation Area in the State of New Mexico, to 
authorize the Masau Trail, and for other 


purposes 


H.R. 2583 / Public Law 100-226 
To authorize additional appropriations for 


Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved December 31—Continued 


the San Francisco Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge 


H.R. 2945 / Public Law 100-227 
Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Ad- 
justment Act of 1987 


S. 1684 / Public Law 100-228 
Seminole Indian Land Claims Settlement 
Act of 1987 
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